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Aug. 4: Police reported that at least six persons were killed in three attacks by Sendero Luminoso
(Shining Path) rebels. Among the victims was Ricardo Canchaya, Junin department leader of
Cambio 90, the political movement which carried President Alberto Fujimori to power. Three
peasant leaders died in an attack that occurred during the conclusion of an ethnic congress.
Congress participants had decided to form self-defense patrols in the Amazon region to resist
rebel attacks. The remaining two victims died as a result of drinking water from poisoned wells in
a village near Ayacucho. Aug. 13: National Police spokespersons reported that about 50 Sendero
Luminoso guerrillas occupied the town of Huantar, and assassinated the local mayor and two other
civilian officials. Huantar is located in Ancash department, 465 km. northeast of Lima. Four soldiers
and nine civilians were injured in a car bomb explosion outside an army barracks near the Plaza
de Armas in Cuzco, about 1100 km. southeast of Lima. The 40-kg. bomb was detonated on a busy
street near a movie theater and a hotel. Police said no one immediately claimed responsibility for the
bombing. In Lima, guerrillas occupied a radio station and forced employees to broadcast a message
condemning price hikes and other economic measures decreed last week by President Alberto
Fujimori. Police said the rebels were members of the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement.
Police arrested an estimated 40 students on the campus of Federico Villarreal National University.
The students were reportedly organizers of protests against the government's economic austerity
package. (Basic data from AFP, 08/04/90, 08/13/90)
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